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An immersive
art and design 
experience.

The RISD Continuing Education at Pathways  
World School, Aravali Art Immersion Program 
provides an opportunity for 9–12 grade students  
to immerse themselves into a critical art and 
design experience in a residential setting. Students 
who are passionate about visual arts can engage 
in a rigorous studio practice informed by RISD’s 
renowned approach to art and design education. 
The full-immersion format ensures that students of 
all skill levels can absorb a vital creative sensibility 
(beyond prescriptive formulas), that will help 
define strategies for portfolio development and 
next steps in their visual arts education. 



 

About RISD

Founded in 1877, Rhode Island School of Design is 
one of the oldest and best-known colleges of art and 
design in the U.S. Each year, approximately 2,300 
students from around the world pursue a creative, 
studio-based education at RISD, which offers 
rigorous bachelor’s and master’s degree programs in 
19 architecture, design, fine arts and art education 
majors. Today, RISD stands out among the world’s 
preeminent colleges of art and design.

Instructors

Courses are taught by professional artists, adept  
at pushing students to focus on process and
experimental-based artmaking to help achieve 
unexpected results. Instructors provide final 
assessments and recommendations for students’ 
continued artistic development.

Norm Paris was born in Cleveland, Ohio and 
currently lives in Brooklyn, New York. Norm is a 
Full Professor at Rhode Island School of Design and 
has previously taught at the Yale School of Art. Paris 
received his B.F.A. from the Rhode Island School of 
Design and his M.F.A. in Painting and Printmaking 
from the Yale School of Art.

Leslie Hirst is Professor of Experimental + 
Foundation Studies at Rhode Island School of 
Design, where she has taught since 2006. Hirst 
holds an M.F.A. from Mount Royal Graduate School 
at Maryland Institute College of Art and a B.F.A. 
from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. As 
a visual artist, Hirst works across media to consider 
the language of materials and their relevance to 
place.

Tuition

Total program cost is   1,63,000 and includes  
the following: 

Tuition

Housing

Meals

Supplies



Course Descriptions

Drawing Explorations

This course begins with the fundamental platform 
of traditional analyzation and representation of 
form explored through discussions, demonstrations 
and exercises in light and shade, proportion and 
composition. Students are pushed to move beyond 
rendering into dynamic mark-making using 
alternative methods and materials. Extensive drawing 
periods and fast-paced exercises train students to 
accept mistakes as a necessary part of success and 
innovation.

Design Essentials
This course provides students with an introduction 
to some of the essential principles of design including 
balance, rhythm and harmony through a series of 
exercises utilizing line, color, pattern, shape and 
texture. Assignments are structured to help students 
abstract, disrupt and unhinge formal elements to 
convey personal meaning and expression of complex 
ideas into simple form through a variety of methods 
and materials. 

Experience

Full-day studio classes combined with required 
homework (with after-hours studio access) accelerate 
student assimilation, creative independence and 
conceptual/skill integration. Starting on day one, 
student abilities are assessed and documented to 
provide a landmark to reference during the program 
and upon review of accumulated work during final 
critique. A typical week in the program will be as 
follows: 
 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 
 

9am-4pm  Drawing Foundations
4pm-7pm  Open Studio

9am-4pm  Design Essentials
4pm-7pm  Open Studio

9am-4pm  Drawing Foundations
4pm-7pm  Open Studio

9am-4pm  Design Essentials
4pm-7pm  Open Studio

9am-4pm  Portfolio Development
Lecture/Critique 

Final showcase will take place the evening of June 5

For more information, please email ckell@risd.edu
www.pathways.in/aravali

http://www.pathways.in/aravali

